
 

SafetyNet         1           May 2010 

Home SafetyHome SafetyHome Safety   
E ach year home accidents permanently or 

temporarily disable over 3 million people. In 
a recent year, home accidents 
claimed about 22,500 lives. 
That's one death every 24 min-
utes. Most of those accidents 
could have been prevented by 
identifying and correcting the 
unsafe conditions that caused 
them. 
 
Start today to make your home 
safe. Using the safety sugges-
tions below, take a safety in-
ventory of your home.  
Kitchen 
Do you use a step stool or utility ladder to 

reach high cabinets and shelves? 
Are knives stored in a special rack or com-

partment? Drawer storage is an invitation for 
a cut. 

Do your kitchen appliances have the Under-
writers Laboratories (U.L.) label? 

Do you turn pot handles away from the stove 
front? 

Do you hang pot holders, dishtowels, and 
spice racks away from the stove top and 
counter top toasters? 

Do you keep a pot lid near the stove to 
smother flames from a grease fire? Water 
will spread the flames.  

Bathrooms 
Is there a slip-resistant standing surface in 

your tub  or shower? 
Are grab bars securely fastened onto wall 

studs? 
Stairways and Halls 

Are stairways well lighted? 
Are light switches located at the 
top and bottom? 
Do all steps and stairways 
have a sturdy handrail that is se-
curely fastened? 
Do you keep stairways free of 
any obstructions or storage mate-
rial? 
Are treads, risers, and carpet-
ing on stairways in good shape? 

Do small rugs have a slip-resistant backing? 
Are exits and hallways kept free of boxes, 

furniture, and other tripping hazards? 
 
Basement and Utility Area 
Does every adult in the house know how to 

turn off electric, gas, and water service? 
Are fuses and circuit breakers labeled to 

show which outlets or appliances they pro-
tect? 

Are your washer and dryer electrically 
grounded? 

Are cleaning fluids and other hazardous sub-
stances secured out of a child's reach? Ma-
terials should be stored in original containers 
only. 

Are storage areas free of flammable  liquids, 
paper, rags, and other combustibles? 

 
Don't become an accident statistic. Make your 
home a safe and enjoyable place by completing 
this checklist and correcting the problems you 
find.ὒ 

No matter how long you have been 

in your home, you can enhance 

your peace of mind by checking its 

safety features. Do a walk-through 

and check for possible safety 

risks.. 



 

SafetyNet         2           May 2010 

Have comments, questions or opinions? Please let us know.  
lcfeedback@njsbaig.org  

The State of New Jersey has an 
unfunded mandate under Finan-
cial Accountability, Efficiency 
and Budgeting Chapter at 
N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-6.9 that any school district or 
county vocational school district with three or 
more buildings shall have an automated work or-
der system by July 1, 2010 for prioritizing, per-
forming and recording all maintenance and repair 
requests for all district buildings and grounds. 
www.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/
chap23a.pdf 
 
The economic times are tough and school dis-
tricts are struggling with their budget to keep cur-
rent programs running and at these tough times it 
may be very hard for school districts to allocate 
the money for an automated work order system. 
 
NJSBAIG has always taken the lead to provide 
value added services to its membership. By 
keeping in view the new State mandated require-

ments and tough economic 
times, the Board of Trustees at 
NJSBAIG has decided to part-
ner with School Dude so its 

membership can easily meet the State require-
ment.  
 
School Dude is an online provider of manage-
ment solutions exclusively designed for the 
school districts needs. School Dude services has 
been utilized by more than 20% of the nation's 
school and college population, and is serving 
more than 15 million students around the nation. 
 
NJSBAIG has decided that they will absorb the 
cost of School Dude implementation for Manage-
ment Direct module; subsequent user training 
and subscription cost for Management Direct 
module for the year 2010/2011 for the member 
districts with property coverage that do not have 
School Dude work order system.   

(Continued on page 3) 

NJSBAIG, School Dude 
and State Legislation 

The New Jersey School Boards Association In-
surance Group is very pleased to once again 
provide a Safety Grant Program to member dis-
tricts. In keeping with its mission to protect New 
Jersey schools and keep district dollars in the 
classroom, NJSBAIG established the Safety 
Grant Program to help member districts reduce 
their loss exposure and insurance costs through 
proactive loss control and risk management. The 
grant program provides funding to those schools 
who otherwise may not have to invest in safety 
and security-related projects that will make their 
schools safer for students, employees and the 
communities they serve. In total, NJSBAIG is 

awarding $5 million in safety grants to member 
districts across the state.  This represents an in-
crease of 60% compared with the 2009 Safety 
Grant Program.  
 
Each member district can further reduce their 
claims experience and frequency of accidents by 
working together with the NJSBAIG Loss Control 
Representative. The Loss Control Department is 
available to all member districts as needed.ὒ 
 

Terry Barlow 
NJSBAIG Senior Loss Control Representative 
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   Environmental Claims  
                         What’s Covered 

Claims Corner  

 
For all NJSBAIG member districts with property 
coverage that are already using School Dude 
work order system; NJSBAIG will pay the re-
newal cost of Management Direct Module for the 
year 2010/2011. 
 
Meetings will be held to discuss implementation.  

Dates and locations to be announced. 
 
Please call Tony Jones at 609 386-6060 exten-
sion 3052 or email at tjones@njsbaig.org if you 
need any additional information on State require-
ments or School Dude online work order sys-
tem.ὒ  

By Sameer Sarfraz 
NJSBAIG Loss Control Representative 

School Dude 
(Continued from page 2) 

Pollution claims by third parties are excluded un-
der the General Liability policy. Under certain 
conditions, partial coverage may be provided to 
the district under the first party Property policy. 
Environmental claims brought by others may be 
covered under the Environmental Impairment 
Liability policy available through NJSBAIG with 
the American Safety Insurance Company.   
 
Property claims involving the discharge of pollut-
ant materials resulting from a direct physical 
loss, (such as fire, lightning, explosion, vehicle 
strike), during the policy period are covered sub-
ject to a deductible and limited to a sum of 
$250,000. The Property policy provides cover-
age for clean up and removal of pollutants up to 
that limit.  
In the event that your district has claims brought 
against them by outside sources such as gov-
ernmental agencies or even adjacent property 
owners, there may be coverage for Environ-
mental Impairment through the American Safety 
Insurance Company distributed by NJSBAIG. 
This is a liability coverage and only addresses 
non-district entities.   
 
Subject to a $10,000 deductible, the Environ-
mental Impairment Liability carrier will investi-
gate any claim presented against the board. 
Coverage is in the amount of $1,000,000 inci-
dent limit and $2,000,000 aggregate per district 
per year. The coverage is activated on a claims-
made basis as opposed to an occurrence date.  

Each school district also has a retroactive date 
for their coverage. This can vary depending on 
when the school district came into the program 
and if they have had prior coverage and pur-
chased the past retro date. 
 
Regarding asbestos, there is no protection for 
asbestos abatement under your property policy 
but again, should a third party bring claim, 
American Safety Insurance will be alerted. The 
Environmental Impairment policy has automatic 
coverage for asbestos and lead pain, (again for 
3rd party claims), but only if in the soil and 
ground water. A school district can expand their 
coverage for asbestos if they can send to the in-
surance company a copy of their most recent 
AHERA plan to show that they are compliant. 
Once this is approved they then basically have 
coverage for airborne asbestos.  
In the event that you should get ANY correspon-
dence indicating that there is an environmen-
tally-related claim being made against your dis-
trict, contact us immediately. We will then evalu-
ate the claim for coverage under our property 
policy and/or forward to the American Safety In-
surance network for handling.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding these 
issues, feel free to call Bill Miller at 609-386-
6060 extension 3095 or our Claim Manager, 
Louis Giannetto, at extension 3011.ὒ 
 

By William Miller 
NJSBAIG Claim Supervisor 

MeMorial day observed on May 31, 2010  
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Defensive Driving Class  
offered to all NJSBAIG Members, their Spouses  

and Age Appropriate Children  

New Jersey School Boards Association  
Insurance Group  

450 Veterans Drive, Burlington, NJ 08016  

New Jersey School Boards Association In-
surance Group is offering a defensive driving 
class. The training is a six-hour class devel-
oped by the National Safety Council. 
 
The participants in the class will receive a 
certificate, which they can present to their 
insurance carrier for a 5% reduction in their 
personal automobile insurance. In addition, if 
they have points against their license they 

may apply to the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles for a two-point reduction.  
 
There is no charge for any employee who 
drives for their district in any capacity. 
However, there is a $10.00 charge per per-
son for employees who do not drive for 
the district, their spouses and age appro-
priate children attending the training. 

Date Location Time 

June 30, 2010 Burlington County Institute of Technology 
695 Woodlane Road 
Westampton, NJ 08060  (609-267-4226) 

8:00 a.m. until 
2:00 p.m. 

Cost:  Employees who drive for their district:  No Charge 
  All other employees, their spouses and age appropriate children:  $10.00 

*** This class is limited to 40 people.  
Please bring your lunch to the class .***  

You must be pre-registered to attend the Defensive Driving 
Class. Please call Sue Williams at 609-386-6060 extension 3005 or via 
email at swiliams@njsbaig.org. Please bring a check payable to New Jer-
sey School Boards Association Insurance Group. 


